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April 5, 2019 

Dear Safe Environment Coordinators and Bulletin Editors, 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. In addition to our efforts throughout the year, the Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee has always recognized the important month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. This year, 

we have also designated April 29th - May 5th, as Safe Environment Week. In doing so, we can assure that every 

parish and school, as well as the entire faith community focuses, at the same time, on the importance of keeping 

our children and youth safe.  

This year’s theme for Safe Environment week is: “On this path we are not alone.” ― Pope Francis  

Please use the materials provided during Safe Environment Week to help raise awareness of how we as a Catholic 

community continue to work to maintain safe environments in our parishes and schools for our children to live, 

learn, and play.  Each parish may use whatever combination of these resources that they feel best meets the needs 

of their community.  There are some suggestions for activities and ways to pray, create awareness, and participate 

in the healing journey.   

Thank you for the continued role you play in creating and maintaining safe environments for all of God’s 

children. 

Blessings, 

Suzanne Nickolai 

Safe Environment Program Manager  

Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

 

cc: Pastor / Administrator / Parish Director, Principal, DRE, YM 

 

Important Update Regarding Parish Listening Sessions: We also recognize that many Catholics experience the 

profound wounds of the abuse crisis whether directly or indirectly.  Many in our parishes and schools are hurting 

and angry.  We understand that some parishes may be looking for a resource to help facilitate discussion and 

healing within their parishes. To that end, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee is making available for your use an 

excellent resource that you can use in your parish. The resource, “The Wounded Body of Christ: A Parish Group 

Discussion Guide on Abuse in the Catholic Church,” will be made available to all parishes at no charge One copy 

of the resource will be sent to pastors, administrators, and parish directors in the near future for their review. If 

you want an advanced preview of this resource, go to 

http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/woboofchnepa.html.  Additional information regarding how to order 

copies and small group facilitator training will be available in the coming months. For more information regarding 

this, call Rich Harter at 414-758-2215 or harterr@archmil.org. 

http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/woboofchnepa.html
mailto:harterr@archmil.org
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April 5, 2019 

Dear Pastor/Parish Director,  

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. In addition to our efforts throughout the year, the Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee has always recognized the important month of April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. This year, 

we have also designated April 29th - May 5th, as Safe Environment Week. In doing so, we can assure that 

every parish and school, as well as the entire faith community focuses, at the same time, on the importance of 

keeping our children and youth safe.  

This year’s theme for Safe Environment week is: “On this path we are not alone.” ― Pope Francis  

Please use the materials provided during Safe Environment Week to help raise awareness of how we as a Catholic 

community continue to work to maintain safe environments in our parishes and schools for our children to live, 

learn, and play.  Each parish may use whatever combination of these resources that they feel best meets the needs 

of their community.  There are some suggestions for activities and ways to pray, create awareness, and participate 

in the healing journey.   

Please see that the attached Proclamation for Safe Environment Week is read at all Masses on the weekend 

of April 27th-April 28th.  You can also find the link to the Proclamation at 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/2019SafeEnvironmentWeekProclamation.pdf or 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/SPANISHProclamationforSafeEnvironmentWeek-2019.pdf 

Thank you for the continued role you play in creating and maintaining safe environments for all of God’s 

children. 

Blessings, 

Suzanne Nickolai 

Safe Environment Program Manager  

cc: Safe Environment Coordinator, Principal, DRE, YM 

Important Update Regarding Parish Listening Sessions: We also recognize that many Catholics experience the 

profound wounds of the abuse crisis whether directly or indirectly.  Many in our parishes and schools are hurting 

and angry.  We understand that some parishes may be looking for a resource to help facilitate discussion and 

healing within their parishes. To that end, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee is making available for your use an 

excellent resource that you can use in your parish. The resource, “The Wounded Body of Christ: A Parish Group 

Discussion Guide on Abuse in the Catholic Church,” will be made available to all parishes at no charge One copy 

of the resource will be sent to pastors, administrators, and parish directors in the near future for their review. If 

you want an advanced preview of this resource, go to 

http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/woboofchnepa.html.  Additional information regarding how to order 

copies and small group facilitator training will be available in the coming months. For more information regarding 

this, call Rich Harter at 414-758-2215 or harterr@archmil.org. 

https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/2019SafeEnvironmentWeekProclamation.pdf
https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/Resources/SAFE/SPANISHProclamationforSafeEnvironmentWeek-2019.pdf
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/woboofchnepa.html
mailto:harterr@archmil.org


Safe Environment Week Resource Guide (2019)  P a g e  5  o f  3 9  

 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

Safeguarding All of God’s Family  

Safe Environment Week - Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Safe Environment Week is for every parish and school, as well as the entire faith 

community to focus, at the same time, on the importance of keeping our children and youth safe; 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect are societal problems whose prevention depend on involvement 

among people throughout the faith community; 

 

WHEREAS, our children are our most valuable resources and will shape the future of not only the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee but also the entire Church; 

 

WHEREAS, the theme for this years’ Safe Environment Week will be “On this path we are not 

alone”; 

 

WHEREAS, acknowledging that as a Church we have much work to do to rebuild the trust that has 

been broken;  

 

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that as bishops, clergy and church leaders we must work together as a 

community to increase awareness about child abuse and neglect and work to promote the social and 

emotional well-being of children, youth and families in a safe, healthy and nurturing environment; 

 

THEREFORE, I, Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki proclaim the week of April 29th – May 5th, 

2019 as Safe Environment Week in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. I ask that all participate and 

acknowledge each other with the love and mercy of God the Father.   

 

 
Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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Safe Environment Week Bulletin Announcement 

Place this bulletin announcement in all church bulletins the weekend of April 27th & 28th.  

Safe Environment Week April 29th-May 5th  

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee recognizes April 29th –May 5th as Safe Environment Awareness Week.  

Each year in the month of April, which is recognized around the country as child abuse prevention 

month, we dedicate a week to elevating the general awareness of the Church’s efforts to keep our 

children safe.  We want people to know that we are committed to maintaining safe environments in our 

parishes and schools through adult child abuse prevention training, criminal background checks for all 

clergy, volunteers working with minors, and employees, safety training for children in each grade level, 

and mandatory reporting requirements.   

 

Parish/School Safe Environment Week Checklist 

o Safe Environment Week Bulletin Announcement in church bulletins the week 

of April 27th & 28th. 

 

o Read the Proclamation at all Masses the weekend of April 27th & 28th. 

 

o Throughout the month of April and for the week of April 29th-May 5th include 

intercessions with a Safe Environment focus involving a focus on prevention 

and healing 

 

o Choose at least one (1) Parish/School activity to do at some point during Safe 

Environment Week 

 

o Include “Do You Know…” in your parish bulletins and parent communications 

before, during, and after Safe Environment Week. 

   

o Select at least one (1) bulletin insert/parent handout to put in the bulletin/send 

to parents during Safe Environment Week.   
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Sample Safe Environment Week Parish/School Activities 

 

1) PRAY THE ROSARY FOR HEALING FROM ABUSE Dedicate a rosary for healing done 

prior to a Mass or as part of a group rosary activity already scheduled.   

English - http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/Rosary-for-

Healing.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-

protection/resources/upload/Rosary-for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf 

 

2) PRAY A NOVENA FOR PROTECTION AND HEALING FROM ABUSE Participate in a 

Novena for the Protection of Children and Healing from Abuse. 

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-

bulletin-insert.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-

bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf 

 

Daily social media posts for each day of the novena are available at http://www.usccb.org/issues-

and-action/child-and-youth-protection/child-abuse-prevention-month.cfm  

 

 

3) HOLD A HEALING PRAYER SERVICE.  Schedule a Healing Prayer Service for your 

parish.  A suggested format is available in the resources portion of this guide as well through the 

Safe Environment website at https://www.archmil.org/offices/safeguarding/April2018.htm. 

 

4) SAY THE PRAYER FOR HEALING.  Encourage using the Prayer for Healing during Safe 

Environment Week.   

a. The prayer is in the resources portion of this guide and can be found on the USCCB 

website http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-

protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf.  

 

 

5) BLUE MONDAY APRIL 29TH Participate in Blue Monday on April 29th (or designate another 

day to wear blue during Safe Environment Week for your parish/school) 

a. Encourage members of your parish/school to wear blue as a symbol of child abuse 

prevention. 

i. Sample Bulletin Entry/School Announcement-   

This year join us at (parish/school)________________ to mark our support for 

child abuse prevention by wearing the color blue on April 29th (or other date 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/Rosary-for-Healing.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/upload/Rosary-for-Healing.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Rosary-for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Rosary-for-Healing-Spanish-2.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-novena-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/child-abuse-prevention-month.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/child-abuse-prevention-month.cfm
https://www.archmil.org/offices/safeguarding/April2018.htm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-protection/resources/upload/Bilingual-PC.pdf
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designated by your parish/school).  Wearing blue helps remind us and encourage 

others to prevent child abuse and support healthy children and families.   

b. Share pictures of your community wearing blue to social media. 

 

 

6) PINWHEELS FOR PREVENTION Have your students/children participate in Pinwheels for 

Prevention.  Instructions & templates are in the Resources portion of this guide.   

a. Sample Bulletin Entry/Parent Notification Email Entry –  

Pinwheels for Prevention is a national symbol for Child Abuse Prevention.  Each April, 

we see blue pinwheels pop up all over our country as we as a community recognize the 

right all children have to grow up in safe environments free from abuse.  This year we 

have made blue pinwheels to raise awareness for how we as a Church work to prevent 

child abuse through our Safe Environment programs and to encourage everyone to work 

together to keep our homes, schools, parishes, and communities safe environments for 

our children!   

Pinwheel Project  

As Catholics, we have seen and experienced the pain and trauma that sexual abuse causes for victims, 

families, communities, schools, and parishes.   

This year we are participating in the Child Abuse Prevention Project Pinwheels for Prevention.   In 

2008, Prevent Child Abuse America began using the pinwheel as symbol for child abuse prevention.  

We commonly see pinwheels decorate state capitol buildings, hospitals, social service organizations and 

non-profits to remind us of the childhood that all children deserve.  We join the nation and our Church to 

make blue pinwheels to remind us of the importance of safeguarding those most vulnerable around us, 

and that all children deserve a childhood protected from abuse.   

Every child in our parishes and schools deserves to be part of a Catholic community that will provide a 

safe, faith-filled and healthy environment where they will be protected and nurtured by the adults around 

them.  As we observe Safe Environment Week during the Easter season in our parishes and schools, we 

are reminded of the Wounded Body of Christ that we are part of and that as we journey on the path 

towards healing that “On This Path We Are Not Alone.” 

Templates & Directions can be found in Resources & Handouts of this guide or directly 

from Prevent Child Abuse America: 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf
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Sample Intercessions for Safe Environment Week/Child Abuse Prevention Month 

** Please feel free to use any of these intercessions provided or to compose your own for use in your 

parish.**   

 

For nations and government leaders that are entrusted with upholding the common good and enforcing 

justice for all; that they may act in ways that show their commitment to the protection of all, especially 

the unborn, children and vulnerable.  We pray to the Lord… 

For the bishops, church leaders and the faithful as they work to promote healing for the abused, hold 

those that commit abuse accountable and protect the most vulnerable in our communities.  We pray to 

the Lord… 

For all survivors of abuse and trauma to have the courage to tell their story and seek healing; that they 

may be consoled by the presence of Christ in their dark moments as they process their trauma.  We pray 

to the Lord… 

For those affected by abuse; that they may be supported and consoled on their journey to healing.  We 

pray to the Lord… 

For the parents, teachers, catechists, and all who work with children and young people; that they may be 

faithful in their responsibility to protect those entrusted to them by providing safe environment for our 

children to live, learn, and grow.  We pray to the Lord… 

For all those that journey with the victims and survivors of abuse: the counselors, law enforcement, 

therapists, family members and advocates; that the Holy Spirit may guide their words and actions in 

their healing ministry.  We pray to the Lord… 

For all Catholics that are scandalized and questioning their faith, that they may remain rooted in Christ 

and advocate for justice for the survivors of abuse, that we may find consolation through Mary, Mother 

of the Church as we work together to heal.  We pray to the Lord…  
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Suggested Bulletin Inserts/Parent Handouts 

The following links have pages that can be used as bulletin inserts on child abuse prevention 

during the month of April and Safe Environment Week.   

 

USCCB Bulletin Inserts on Child Sexual Abuse 

10 Tips for Protecting Children & Offering Outreach to Victims/Survivors  

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-

insert.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-

spanish.pdf 

 

Abuse Warning Signs  

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-

bulletin-insert.pdf  

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-

bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf 

 

Five Ways to Protect Your Children From Abuse-English & Spanish 

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-

bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-

bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card-spanish.pdf 

 

10 Tips for Protecting Children from Abuse and Offering Assistance to Victims/Survivors-English 

& Spanish 

English - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-

insert.pdf 

Spanish - http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-

spanish.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/warning-signs-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/cyp-five-ways-bulletin-insert-and-foldable-card-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/bishops-resources/upload/10-tips-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf
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“Safe Environment Program Did You Know…”  

The following information is to be used in parish bulletins or weekly parent school communications to raise 

awareness of the Safe Environment Program in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.   

Did You Know… 

Criminal Background Checks are conducted on every priest, deacon, parish director, employee, and volunteer 

working with minors in active ministry in parishes and schools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

 

Did You Know… 

In 2018 in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, over 200 Safe Environment Education Sessions were conducted, 

over 6,800 criminal background checks were conducted on clergy, employees, and volunteers, and over 50,000 

children were trained in Safe Environment topics. 

 

Did You Know… 

All clergy, employees and volunteers are instructed to contact local law enforcement or Child Protective Services 

immediately if they are made aware of a child being sexually abused.  All bishops, priests, deacons and lay 

parish/school staffs are required to follow the mandatory reporting laws of the State of Wisconsin.   

 

Did You Know… 

All seminarians in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee undergo criminal background checks, Safe Environment 

Education training in child abuse prevention, psychological evaluation, classes and workshops on human 

sexuality, and mandatory reporter training.   

 

Did You Know… 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has a Victim Assistance Coordinator that has specialized training in assisting 

victims of sexual abuse to navigate through the process of reporting abuse and receiving counselling services.   

The Victim Assistance Coordinator can be reached at (414) 758-2232.   

 

Did You Know… 

No priest with a substantiated allegation of sexual abuse of a minor can or will ever serve as a priest in the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee.   

 

Did You Know… 

In the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, a Diocesan Review Board reviews allegations against clergy involving abuse of 

a minor and helps hold our diocese accountable.   
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Pinwheel Project Instructions 

As Catholics, we have seen and experienced the pain and trauma that sexual abuse causes 

for victims, families, communities, schools, and parishes.   

This year we are participating in the Child Abuse Prevention Project Pinwheels for 

Prevention.   In 2008, Prevent Child Abuse America began using the pinwheel as symbol 

for child abuse prevention.  We commonly see pinwheels decorate state capitol buildings, 

hospitals, social service organizations and non-profits to remind us of the childhood that 

all children deserve.  We join the nation and our Church to make blue pinwheels to 

remind us of the importance of safeguarding those most vulnerable around us, and that all 

children deserve a childhood protected from abuse.   

Every child in our parishes and schools deserves to be part of a Catholic community that 

will provide a safe, faith-filled and healthy environment where they will be protected and 

nurtured by the adults around them.  As we observe Safe Environment Week during the 

Easter season in our parishes and schools, we are reminded that safe environments 

involve all of us working together.   

 

 

Directions can be found through Prevent Child Abuse America: 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf 

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/PinwheelColoringSheet_National.pdf
http://preventchildabuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/MakeYourPinwheel_National.pdf
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Suggestions for Possible Classroom Adaptions for Middle School Incorporating 

Math, Science, Language Arts & Art into the Pinwheel Project 

 

Science/Engineering 

Wind Energy  

PBS Learning Media Wisconsin Lesson Plan: Grades 3-5 Windmills: Putting Wind Energy to Work 

https://wpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.engin.design.lp_windmill/windmills-putting-wind-

energy-to-work/#.XHVxg7pKjcs  

 

Art 

Design 

Incredible Art Department Melissa Speelman Lesson Plan: Middle School Pinwheel Modern Art Styles 

https://www.incredibleart.org/files/Melissa-pin.htm  

 

Math 

Area & Perimeter 

Math Counts Lesson Plan: Middle School Pinwheel Power Meeting 

https://www.mathcounts.org/sites/default/files/u49/Pinwheel.Power.2010-11.pdf  

 

Language Arts 

Have children write a prayer in the form of a poem on what it means to grow up feeling safe and loved 

on their pinwheel before cutting it out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.engin.design.lp_windmill/windmills-putting-wind-energy-to-work/#.XHVxg7pKjcs
https://wpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.engin.design.lp_windmill/windmills-putting-wind-energy-to-work/#.XHVxg7pKjcs
https://www.incredibleart.org/files/Melissa-pin.htm
https://www.mathcounts.org/sites/default/files/u49/Pinwheel.Power.2010-11.pdf
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Healthy Families Handouts 

These handouts can be used in conjunction with the Pinwheels for Prevention activity or as a stand-alone 

activity for students to do in class or with their family.  They are found on the following pages or using 

the link below.   

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_ded851806a8b462fb9a7c148ac88c051.pdf 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_62344d1197d04641acf371026c6afab7.pdf 

https://www.bluesunday.org/happy-families 

 

 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_ded851806a8b462fb9a7c148ac88c051.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bd1b59_62344d1197d04641acf371026c6afab7.pdf
https://www.bluesunday.org/happy-families
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